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The mnss execution of Knut Hamsun,
Zzrs Pound, Richard Strauss, Louis Fer-
dinand Celine, Welter Gieseking, Joseph
Gregor, snd André Gide attrescted consid-
erable attention, and wae attemded by
thonsends of worlkers, journslists, high-
cchool studénts and expectent mothers,
in the best Guillot ine traditions., The
iatelligeat interest the public took in
the occosion was very pratifying, to the
snited Wations Court of War Guilt, vhich
had done its best  to make.it memorable.
The Russian judge even volunteered to
supply & few babics with their hends cut
off -~ not Bulgian, wnfortunstely, bdut
there were plenty of Poles available -
to render thc object lisson ewven mors
pointed, but it turncd out to bs unnec-
essary. Thc commcats of the public, on
viczing the scven bodies hanring sidc by
side, were enlipghtened in the cxtrcmu,
znd shoved a thorough undcrstandlng
the 1lssues concerned One. tcamﬂter
voiced the opinion of the crovd: "Serves

‘e £11 right,"  he snid, "fdrfbein' 50
dsmn® emart "*,

Latcly, ho,cvpr, the Court‘s decicion
to prosccute men such as George Santeye-
na ond Alfred Jay Hock, who did not cere
how the recent Criusade cemc out. as well
28 the =zctice Foscist sympathizers such

s those rqcently hung, has been called
1nto auestion by o number of unpatriotic
piople., Your columnlst ean think of no
bctter woy to answer these jucstionms,
most of which we¢ hopt arc merely misgui-
ded, then te rofer to the previous trisl
itsclf, Some of tha records of the pre-
liminory invcstipgotion have becn put ot
our disposal for this nurposs, and “from
them we have selocted portions of the

*The statement of 2 certain subvor-

sive newspeper, thet the phrase %28, "Bo

much smrrtcr than we are,” is of course

too fOOllSh to even reqalre refutation.

[

.8y:. hence

testﬁmony relctinp to Ezrs Pound.

A word as to the hature of the testi-
rony itself, As the public is nov gwdre
mach gf the evidence: against the twcntv-
0dd minor fipures %hose indictments fol-
lowed the convi ¢tion of the Seven was
most cleverly gathéred by the Investiga-
ting Cormigsion daring the éxamination
of Jurors,” It 1is- from "these records
that we select the:-follcwing material
gormane to thé Nock-SBntaysna controver-
the democratic tone and lsck
of-the legal- phraseology and procsdure
nccessary in a pubdblic trisl. The gues-
tioner in thc selections is a member of
the Commission who.has asked that his
neme ' b withheld; the witness, "Dr .
Arthur Lloyd Merlyn, who was at that
time being hcld es o meterial xitness by
the Commission for pro-collaboratlonis*
writinps. (Also dctzined in this class-
ificetion vere Dunoyer de Segenzzc, Oth-
on Friesz, Sascha Guitry, Sergé Lifart,
Derain, Vlieminck end Despirsu. 'Aristide
Maillol,: Willaom Mejgleberg, and  Jeen
Coctezu vwere also on the originel list
but by the.time the investigation had
begun hod been othsrwisc disposed of,)

. : L < e
’ -

T L. *

‘*= Just 2 moment ago, Dr, Merlyn. you
rcferred to the' "holoch conccpt " tThat
doecs thet meem? . ; C
** - By that I meant the Tey vhereby all.
forms of # nation'e endcevor arc made to
scrve politicsl cnds,so0 thet every acti-
tivity must be men sured and, stamped as qf~
ficiel. In = totalit;r&an qtate, nothing
is exempt -from this concgpt least of 211
the rrtb. : .

- And in g democrscy?

~ Ideelly, - ort. - there is Judged upon,
sxdiatic grounds“alone,

T r\'i‘.vt:m.. tMug.h i¢ ~oomas. fm a t.otp‘l.z.—‘

Yol
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terian enemy? e

- Yes; or, like the music of Shosta-
kovitoh, from s totelitarian friend, His
music, sfter all, is "officizl," oo,

~ But hordly enti-democratic,

- Hov cen you tell? Music cemot be
e polemic art by its very nesture, In an-
y case, I “ould have mno objection if it
were enti-democratic, .ince I. do not
Judge 8 work of ert on those grounds,

- Well, neither have ve, T

- Your memory needs refreshing, We
began to think that way with "Erica
Monn'y ettack on Richard Strauss - en
unofficial attack, but one which sit ‘the
pattern for subsequent official ‘stti-
tudcs, Her demand was thet we boycott
Strouss’ music beccuse he was a Nazi.,
At the timc musicians generelly ridicul-
ed the notion,
moved to conduct a
cofense of Strauss,

rather left-handed
The view vwas that

Streuss' present politics did not .form a
useful standard of judgement for hig mu~ -
comparisons .
imposed upon Wag--:

sic, 2nd meny people drew
“ith the ten-year ban
ner's music during the last wer,

- Dr, Strauss' portion of this trial. -

has not yet come under examination, but
%e'll admit your remsrks as pertinant.
They seem to0 bear out .our case rather
than yours. '
~ True; Miss lenn's attack did not

receive public¢ support, At the time the
atrocity stories were not arriving with
such freyuency, the Germsn counter-st-
tack on the Western Front had not yet
occured, and a people confidant of early
victory were not psychologically pre-
pared for the suggestion. Later the po-
lemic critics struck more shrewdly, at
Ezra Pound this time., His memdbership in
“.the Hationsl Academy of Arts and Letters
had been brought under fire,and #hun the
directors of that institution refused to
cancel it - on the grounds that s s
great American poet, he belongsd’ there,
regardless of his politics - the newspa-
per PM,which regards itself as a’ spokes-
man of the liberal movement,
the Academy furiously.

director. snswered  with a
explaining the ' reasons

clearly and fully; but reader response
this time had been adequately condi-
tioned and was most violent, Mr, Pound
had already been indicted for treason,
although the Court which issued the in-
dictment refused to release any' specific

The .academy's
lengthy letter
for his stand

ot éitude

and cven Kurt List wes . .reslm of prose,

castigated -

charges to the public; end the general
‘ seemed to be that the quality
of .his literary work was of no impor-
tance to anyone in the face of the un-
proven and‘unsubs tentiated accusstion,

~ It has since been substentisted,

= Not publicelly, and hence not be-
lievably., 4And even if it were, it does
not and cannot affect the merits of his
literary work, which hacs been greatly
praised In cevery country but his own,
and of immessurable influsnce even here,
I think it has some meaning that the two
greatest English-language poets since
Yeets should both have been Americans,
end should both have left their country
very oarly in their careors, to be fol-
loved shortly =ftervesrd by Henry Miller,
who occupies a similiar position in the
Miller ceme back, and
Eliot of course was lucky enough to be-
come & citizen of one of our recent al-
lies, but Pound chose Italy as his adop~-
ted country, and so -~ by soms peculiar-
ly suspect process of lew, but with gen-
eral public consent - is branded g trai-
tor. That he should nlso be- onec of 4-
merica's principle glories in the field

of creative scholarship is simple irony.:

- Not at all; it is antecedant.

- Well, there 18 somethinmg in that,
all right, It 1s true that whatever in-
fluence he has had as a Fascist is con-
sequent ¢o his poetic influence; which
I-presume is what you mesn. :

- Exactly e .

= 1 don't find the point very crush-
ing because I had assumed it to be self-
evident to us both, However, if you in-

8lst on bringing it up, let me point out

that 1t is antecedant in a much more im-
portant sense then that; Pound's stud-
les not only gave him influence as s
Fascist, but lead him to Fascism in the
first place. Or, in other words: his
Fescism has meaning because he is one of
the world's great scholars; and Tweedle-

+dee-wige.,,

~ Ahem; that's quite enough of that,
In.any .cese you have msde the crucial
admission: that the man 1s an avowed
Fascist. :

.~ True; but - -

= No buts about it, You can't get a-
round it, You admit he's g Fascis t?

~ Certainly: but - .

~ And we were at wsr with Fascism?

- Yes: but - .

- Well then' I don't see-how any ar-

-
-
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gument of yours can do awsy with those
two facts, thet you agree are faots,
~ guite true, I've misundcrstood: you,

it seems; your statement is vglid; 'none
of my erguments, which were about EP's
literary reputation, affect your - two

facts in any mav. But it wes my notion
that we were talking about what ‘good, if
eny, Pound has done his country, in or-
der to decide whether or not . he should
be executed, Most of this goed revolves
around EP as poet; do you prefer tihet we
talk aboat LP as Fagcigi? :

- 1 dba't see’ how "you oan scparate

the two,

- The crux cf our argument lies in
"why," nct "how." I might ask you to
resolve some parallel dilemna; - for in-
stance, if Shakespeare hsd spent his
liesure time corrupting children and
cutting throats, would you have had him

hung before, or sfter, ‘he had vritten
his plays? Uafortunately, I am not sure
whether yoa give a damn whether or not
he wrote any plays -

- Of course I do; dec you ta?e me for

. @ truck-drlver?

- Well, then, ansver the question.

- The‘cases are not the same.” Pound,
by supporting Fasoism, has corrupted ma-
ny thousands more pecple than any indi-
vidual griminal could have done.

- Oh; then if EP had merely gone a-
bout bu1olng l1ittle beys, you ‘would be
%“illing ‘tc let him go unpunished,

- K0,
vwelfare of society.

- Aren't Shaxespearc 8 playe good for

the gene: sl o welfare?

- Yes- but —

- dever mind,
have to say that you vould execute Shak-:
spear tgddy for committed crimes regard-
lcss of the plsys, &nd I don't care to
‘back ycu iate that corner, I think it's,
&8s obvigus to you as it is torme that
the vhole argument rests on
not EP's contributions outzc igh: the dam-
zge y-u say he has done, That :
vwe must judge, Correct? ~ :..

- Yes, it seems so,

- All right., fThen, let's get back to
Fascism, and to the naturc of EP's trea-
son, and see if vwe can't get some sccur-
ate measure ~f the damagec, Meny poo-
ple claim to hsve heerd him on the radio
but memory is untrustvorthy and the writ-

. 88 3 symbol of usury,

Oae must thinx of the general-

Eventually you will: .

whether or

-€xactly the
is *hetx.

se.

ten word is an unsilenoable witness.
Here is a. co,y of one of EP*s peems, or
rather.< ‘one volume ‘of '8 very long poem
of his. It has” ne £161e - but it is a
good witneas to call because this sec-
ticn of 1% - deals with goverument and
should tell us a little of his ideas on
that subject. = "
.= It's a poor beginning. "he first
thiang I see- is a naaty referonce to the -
Jevs., Here's-another - by God: he 8ays
thet the.mdn w30 admits- tle Jews to his
couatry ‘will be davaed by his grandchll-
dren, Is that vhat you oall a contribu-
tion to culture? .

" = Slovwly, slowly. You'd be surprlsed-
to learn that the line you uote is nct

Pound's, " but hos been attributed tc Beén
Franklin, fThe attribution is doubtful,
however, and in any case it is s nasty

and I shs1l hold EP as re-
But 1'd

damed line
sponsible for it as you would.

like to point out to you © that when EP
says "the Jews" he doesa't neoessarlly
mean you. He uses the rece throughout

or, more specifi-
of the capltalistic practice of
which he re-

cally,
loaning money at interest,

fers to by the Jewish word, “neshek." ,
(His choice of a Jowish vord "at  this
point, incidentally, %as predicated- by

the word's resembleance to the Latin nes-
cio, mcaning "ignorance;* the combina-
tion is a shorthand vway of referring to
an earlier quotation fr-m John Juinecy
Adams - "gheer ignorance of the nature

. of money ")

~ Ycur parenthesis in interesting and
I admit the device is ingenious; but on
the whole I find the explsnation no im-
provement, The celumny that the Jews
are & grasping, money-mad race is neith-
€r an accurate nor an endearing idea for
Pound to use, '

~ That I grant
calumny is uidespread,
easily recognizﬁble -

Nevertheless, . the
the reference is
it is, in shert,
sort of symbol poets are
constantly using; and in sssescing lit-
erature symbols rrs gs sccendary as lab-
oratery cyuipment vould be in ossessing
a scieatific theory. Right aow =e are
trying tc decide «hast idess the symbols
stand for, and what good the idcas might
be, not how prctty the symbels are. per
If yeu will examine Pound's text,


is.net

: ____Pege s
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you'll speedily discover that the refer-
ences to Jews do nct mske up a race-hs-
tred idee at all,but have purely eccnom-
ic connotations...
short,
ite scheme of ethics and govermint, 8
reasoned srgument baesed on illustratioas
from vast slices of world history; - end
besides the illustratitns ‘drewa from the
dynatties of China. {of which Pound is a
paramoant student,)our cwn dmericsn col-
onial thought is sxamined and the world-
perspettive of J. ¢uincy Adsms enddorsed
practically line for ling,
pense, incidenteally, of Alexander Hamil-
ton,
6d EP to support.)

-Is this supposed ‘Lo prova thet Pc;nd.

is not 8 Fescist after all? |

~ Certainly not,I should do the man a.
to imply any such thing;,
his faith in Fascism is consistent with

vest injustice

his ‘thinkimg from the very beginning. As
& convert to darlisls 8 Heroic theory of
history,snd a student of -James Joyce who
himself vas a student of Vico,Cerlisle's
tsecher, EP naturslly is more interest-

ed in ‘the good "done by good governors, ,

than he is in the fiets of populer rule;
no man opuld be
cist under such conditions,urless he was
a jellyfish But hc wes anxious thet his
oin country should. profit from whet wéds
good in Fssclsm, snd pgrticularly that
the stetal. sconomic system adopted with
spectacular.. success by Hitler be ottemps
tcd here, His studies and Observetions
had convinced him that .the Corporste
State wes the only Just stete, and from
Itsly where he found -something epproach-
ing 1% . he wrote end broadcest his srgu-
ments for it to America and other coun-
tries, This was the sum total cf his ef-
forst in behslf of Fascism. unless the
government has secret information of o~
ther sctivitiesy 1if so such informetion
%111 have to be made public before Pound
cen be sccused Of any crime, let along
that of tresson,

- That seems Julte criminal enough;
that 2 men of his influence should exert
it in dchalf of intcrnational thugs and
murdercrs; it mzkes him on acceeggory to
every act of brutelity committod by the
‘Nezis end Mussolini's gong,

- It does nothing of the sort,
advocato democracv. an@ becausc of that
§Cmcone cezlls me ' an accessory to every
lynching in the South, w=ould you tske

IfrI

.. This entire poem, in
is en exp'sition cf . a very defin- -

(At ‘the ex~

shom some people might have expect-

.. many pcople

today " less than a Fas-.

—

that accusatioa .1th e‘ual solemnity? It
would make no difference if I weat even

- farther then thet,and endorsed the lynsh-

ings in pudblic,there is still nothing in
the act to dbring me to Jjeil, Many people
in the South do exsstly that,snd in en-
tire good faith, too, out of the convio-
tion that it is good for their country;
end of the two ocases .Pound's is the
strongcr,because his reasons sre strong-
er, If one of the things we-'are trying
to determine is the meesure of the dam-
sge ZP has done, thenwe hgve s partial
answer slready; he hes done nothing more
then to use his influsnce for what he
considered to Ye good, and his crime is
that of holding e.different opinion than
yours ' as {0 the nsture of gecod., To get
the complecte enswer it remains cnly to
apply 8 gragmstic test. - thet is, just
v grect was the influcnce Itseclf? The
snswer is, dot very. I do not kncw how
ever boshered to listen to
him in this country: but the number is
not letge and of that number feu were
likely .to find his rasdio manner very in-
gratiating; he sooke generslly in terms
of studied insult,h in e style so like
his later poetry thet it required a very
egile mind to folloes the atrupt leeps of
his roassoning, His writings in the po-'
lemic ficld were ignored slmost entire-
ly by this country - ¢he evidence is
quite clear thire, he himself often. com-
plained of the fact; and. as, for his
literary work - well, although he excel-
led a8 8 'teacher, . spoke fburteen irce
guagss, knew the history and practice of
nearly eoll the srts backvarde end for-
werds, and wes one of the principle po-

. ets. and criticu  of this generation, he

wa8 8till 2ble to say ‘thaet he hed never
been invited to leoture ‘at any college
or univsrsity in the United States., His

. mambership in the Acedemt vas swerded to

him very terdily, snd it wes the only
0nor of the't kind evor avsrded to him
by his own country,. although minor tel-
ents from Europe, during the first days
0f the refugee influx, were fought over
by university faculties while t oy gave
fecble performences in the ‘Library-of
Congress, Thus it would seem thet the
influence of which you spoke in terms of
antcoedents could hardly hsve acted here
in sny offective way.,,.0f eoursc he was
oftcn insufferable on the radio, It is
not sur;rising that the continued stupid
silence which greeted his c¢fforts to
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elexrify iy ¢ i s gllag ou ia Sotrlitopi- wrrd tale cad meay crivists hrve lrbored
fh erpitols, shoulg lotir sreduec in him with en ag8slduity fer enn Lvia protond
ale brooce e coaclueisn ¢t & the 1iber- to uadirsirndy snd fer tht 1rber en -
"l movimeat in dmerice wrs.igaorrat rag shew’ rny reeord  theg Ty U hns cver denc
lnpotent; nor torg the troectmeat record- “nytiniag of the sert? The mervel ¢0 me
him nad meny cnethir nntive-born seho- 8 th-t mcn of feuad's erlib¥re, in the
lrr er rrgist should give birth to his frec  of the curscs ~nd 821%tlc of men
fradus romerk, "Tac demacd o uatry is ¢  :he rcfusc ¢ £llow thought to rot upon
cultursl brekhous. W Apporently it ‘ds them, still contiaue to nmoxc the cffert,
Tincrics ©f this sort thet gocded the go~ t¢ prlat et rys of mrking t hings. be ¢-
virament iajoe mlkiag 1ts eh-rgegThe frot fir, to cxpose th»msclvcs te thc h~tred
of the mrtter is thoy this cruatry, like  vhieh 4s the Benirel rerrd of thesc - ho
VLry odacr etuatry  ian oa. cerla teary,  do st tudae for somocnc tlect's peod,
ds ~ calewr:l brekhtuse, ~n .eoucnie me-  Xacw o poct Af erasidepyrdle ginive ho
rose, fa¢ - spiriturl C.889271, -ad the Ciqd the® cminratly rorssnable thing: hc
grintist rad ecaly trcochery of a7 dm- diolrred  thrg mea of insight: hrd excnt
porirnce is to reeupt Shrt ith ¢yuniim-  the 1 st four ccaturics Pripering guidces
Hy, or ¢» lemwe it, or t- vilify the  fer tac use of the men of z2eti‘n, end

r"re m-a whe s{iempbe t~ errreet it, thet ~ay rre ¢he min - £ retion g-~t inte
in the free of thrt 78§ brdy of rofer-
III, ~enee mrtericl gure arg of car furthey in-

tercst to the men of iasieht, Hc spent
= I stvy then von safe et thrt we tre the =ael. wrr ia - ccnscicatisrus cdjeet-
‘he Court for friostn, iaste-d, 3rs! ermp, ceting rs - guincr-nig f-p
- 0h a2, I cxpoet alst~ry ¢ trkc pacumenie reecrreh, rs usterly indiffer-
e r. o7 the juit. erMapetratly, I rof.r vat 2 the ncisprpers  re LYY ire decic
St %t eome uorde thrt Lérd Duisray pen-  or Sratryine, rnd I enn scc ne flew in
2G ia 19183 "Jhea the pcet etee te rn o rersdning thrt plreod him there, Hes
"8 thet -ill act heed his “rde, let mueh more Trzing it is, then, tart peo—-
hiz shrice °ff thet cust tact is flush plc of ED's anturc, - ith =hot d.gree cf
d prss Duiel, ... .rnd act 14 ba ey of  biitisness 16 is no novter, t° try ¢o
Juégumcat taly  shrll it b. Dbotter fer h.lp, Vo mrke erticul ~te the praducts of
godcm cad Gomirrsh thea  fop tht -ge, shcir miacs, -hieh they - oule b. jusii-
vut ia ive ~ra time its cwa po ple enrll ficd ia ausbradiag £ 1 snc tinzlﬁudi;ncc
CRe cubotacir ooa GrmarticnM [ ag th: t, tar ¢ they kae -ould heed them,
Lr, %s2% de - -t o re dtiag acu, (1- - Thic i¢ r12 e ptttty, tut thoere
“eurh oo de act kaer  cur ooa 8ins; ¢ 13 rorlly 215610 evi“ence thr ¢ Prund him-
h've fiuad it craveaicat 4 forget hy eclf s cvor doac ravthlas o f th sorg;
it is thb'e ey byiae puaished, ad so certofaly  the prectest prrt - f hie —~pk
murdcr oocl other ia iafratil. fury, is raptniae but rrtieul-te, Lk r§ the
= Ch, cwa. a™, thrt ic swely nowvery b ok o arndcd me. It's full ~f ghi-
freill vy f “ecuwading  for sur aiffi- Ne8C - rad hore's r 1iac in Germ-n - “nd
caltice, <which hrve comrunioc o el throe g Grilk - & line ia L-tia ~ _ven

revrluticn vhich etill eratiaucs, - U2 wnglich is r11 mixzce up, If hie rt-
- Is it? I taiak act, Cripared to tumpt to orescnt signifternt ici-s -=cre
VAl mesaicude of  thie rttitwde torrd “€ siacire s wou ¢l<im, -~hr igi't -~ur

mea OF Ltbers, rour roviluticg ie ~aly Tun rudi-prkt, e~f-T-t~6-T, wvitr-hi -
Aeialaglose rototica, vy shaculd re-  morie-a l-aeu-go gﬁtd'CJﬁufh f~r hime?
flac “ur scase of earreci T esadaet, -y ofasire iteclfy iv is acs grcd
ef jue.iec -né srma-thy, greotly hiigh - v1ughe I era't g° 1w iate the detrils
<aing cur sLlf-lmtledre, silf-coatrsl, cf E's priastrkingly #cvclopid methed
oaricieien cY reticn, nd crariderrtoacee, of putting co=n his lders, but I 6rn
~ad mrking us  intaloreat °f brecncss, tcll yeu thnt he uscs 1t bicrusc it
cruclty, injustice, rnc Iatilleeturl su- - scime to him tr bo the best wey of deing
sorficirlity -~r valgerits v This, srys ity -a€ th-t his avthrd  ie sigaifie-~at
CL.BSort is wheg ~r{ shiuld do, -ad t-- cacuch §0 o heve efficted the werk or Lv-
. Sy .

¢


aiagie.se

N
t“\ 1.
. N
TUMBIILS, do, 1 , 7 Pogc 6 o

\

ery other mcjor poet in the ‘orld, Of determiantioa a0t to leern, no =riter ia
course ir, Jolier WiacheIl “eleims he - the world can preveil, "4 substitute is
crnaoi unéers trad Pound, +which mipht be yet‘to be found for eter; s&s there hes
coasicdere.. damaning in° some cireles; I buea for becr ead sclt; it is vet to vo-
prisame thet 'EP uacerstconde Winchell <vldely cdvertised, sold cnd drunk like

“€ll cnough,.,...And if it comes to thr¥, mony caother —ickcdness, but people must
it is rether iaturcsting to -notc thot somc dry  turn from 11 these thiags end
Pound hcs alurys been most rssiduous, in 70 ene by tnc to the esqd where the peod
ais prose . (of ~aieh thirc is & grest  mea d¢ll," Thue, Tunssny: but if thot
derl,) 1in his use of thie vory smericca  dry cver does ‘errive, it =11l te only
lzngurge to which.you rcfcr, His trcas- througi the sclf-abacer tion - cngry ond.
latica of Ccafucius, for insteancc, cnd bitter, purheps, but continuing forcver,

nie. scvirel books 0a rordiag rade tac re-  in the ghrdows of the gidbbegs of prtri-

saisitvicn  of culbture ian geacrsl, orc ots omd Philistiancs - ‘of mea like . Ezres
colleyuicl o . the poiant of downright Poand, Doubtless there erc lows thet
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